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Toastmasters members elect Ilona Ruitenberg to International Board
Maastricht resident becomes new director of global educational organization

ENGLEWOOD, Colo., Aug. 19, 2026 — llona Ruitenberg, DTM, of Maastricht, Limburg, The Netherlands, has been elected to the Board of Directors of Toastmasters International, the world’s leading organization devoted to communication and leadership skills development. Ruitenberg was elected to the 2026–2028 two-year term at the organization’s 2026 International Convention, held in Vancouver, Canada, Aug. 19-22.

Ruitenberg is a legal advisor with 20 years of experience in the legal realm. She currently works for The Art of Presence in Maastricht, where she is responsible for advising cities and towns on translating policy intent and new legislation into effective ordinances and governance systems, as well as analyzing complex frameworks, simplifying communication for decision-makers, and ensuring implementation integrity.   

Ruitenberg earned a Master of Laws degree from Maastricht University in Maastricht. She has also had judicial officer training. Her nonprofit work beyond Toastmasters includes offering pro bono legal advice when she was a student. For five years, she also delivered human rights training to high schools for Amnesty International.  

A Toastmaster since 2018, Ruitenberg is a member of her club, Toastmasters Maastricht in Maastricht. She has held several high-profile leadership positions within Toastmasters and has attained the Distinguished Toastmaster designation—the highest level of educational achievement in the organization. 

Ruitenberg credits Toastmasters with providing her the fresh perspectives and innovative ideas that empowered her to launch her own business in 2019. “The program moved me beyond formal professional standards, giving me confidence to be truly authentic and the courage to profile myself as a distinct legal expert,” she says. “Professionally and personally, it transformed my communication from a practiced skill into a powerful tool for entrepreneurial leadership and self-expression.”  

As an officer of the Toastmasters International Board of Directors, Ruitenberg is a "working ambassador" for the organization, collaborating with the Board to develop, support, and modify policies and procedures guiding Toastmasters International in fulfilling its mission.

About Toastmasters International
Toastmasters International is a nonprofit educational organization that builds confidence and teaches public speaking skills through a worldwide network of clubs that meet online and in person. In a supportive community or corporate environment, members prepare and deliver speeches, respond to impromptu questions, and give and receive constructive feedback. It is through this regular practice that members are empowered to meet personal and professional communication goals. Founded in 1924, the organization is headquartered in Englewood, Colorado, with over 265,000 members in more than 13,800 clubs in nearly 150 countries. For information about local Toastmasters clubs, please visit toastmasters.org.
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