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San Jose executive becomes Toastmasters International Second Vice President  
Anwesha Banerjee elected to the Board of Directors of global educational organization

ENGLEWOOD, Colo., Aug. 19, 2026 — Anwesha Banerjee, DTM, of San Jose, California, has been elected to the Board of Directors of Toastmasters International, the world’s leading organization devoted to communication and leadership skills development. Banerjee assumed the one-year term at the organization’s 2026 International Convention, held in Vancouver, Canada, Aug. 19-22.

Banerjee is a neuroscientist and works as medical science liaison for Axsome Therapeutics. In her role, she combines scientific expertise with strategic collaboration to advance patient care. She partners with healthcare professionals and thought leaders to exchange insights, share emerging research, and support evidence-based decision-making in neuroscience and sleep medicine. Passionate about improving lives through science, she helps bridge the gap between innovation and real-world patient impact while fostering meaningful partnerships that drive better health outcomes.

Banerjee holds a doctorate degree in neuroscience from the University of Texas at Dallas. While earning her doctorate, she was awarded the Women in Bio Behavioral Scholarship, and in 2017 she became a Myotonic Dystrophy Foundation Fellow to advance knowledge in the field of Myotonic Dystrophy. She is the Executive Director of the educational nonprofit, iStart Valley, where she helps expand the Human Capital Accelerator programs, geared toward supporting individuals who are transitioning their careers to new and emerging industries. Her leadership helped start several new educational programs that are now delivered to hundreds of middle and high school children across North America in a virtual setting.
 
A Toastmaster since 2013, Banerjee is a member of her home club, Milpitas Toastmasters, in Milpitas, California. She has held several high-profile leadership positions within Toastmasters and has attained the Distinguished Toastmaster designation—the highest level of educational achievement in the organization.  

According to Banerjee, Toastmasters can be incorporated as a part of a healthy lifestyle. She says, “The program encourages, motivates, and shows us the way to become a better version of ourselves every day. Overcoming fear, building self-confidence, networking effectively, managing time, and managing relationships are a few of the many benefits one can reap from Toastmasters, both personally and professionally.” 

As a member of the Toastmasters International Board of Directors, Banerjee is a “working ambassador” for the organization. She works with the Board to develop, support, and modify the policies and procedures that guide Toastmasters International in fulfilling its mission. 

About Toastmasters International
Toastmasters International is a nonprofit educational organization that builds confidence and teaches public speaking skills through a worldwide network of clubs that meet online and in person. In a supportive community or corporate environment, members prepare and deliver speeches, respond to impromptu questions, and give and receive constructive feedback. It is through this regular practice that members are empowered to meet personal and professional communication goals. Founded in 1924, the organization is headquartered in Englewood, 



Colorado, with over 265,000 members in more than 13,800 clubs in nearly 150 countries. For information about local Toastmasters clubs, please visit toastmasters.org.
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